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the power which their country has put into their hands;
but how they can be convicted by any other means than
those which are now proposed, I confess myself unable to
discover; for by a very small degree of artifice, a man in-
vested with power may make every witness a partner of
his guilt, and no man will be able to accuse him, without
betraying himself. In the present case it is evident, that
the person of whose actions the bill now before us is de-
signed to produce a more perfect discovery, has been com-
bined with others in illegal measures, in measures which
their own security'obliges them to conceal, and which,
therefore, the interest of the publick demands to be di-
vulged.

That Paxton has distributed large sums for purposes
which he dares not discover, we are informed by the re-
ports of the secret committee ; and 1 suppose every body
suspects that they were distributed as rewards for services
which the nation thinks not very meritorious, and I be-
lieve no man will ask what reason can be alleged for such
suspicions.

But since it may be possibly suggested that Paxton ex-
pended these sums contrary to his master's direction, or
without his knowledge, it may be demanded, whether such
an assertion would not be an apparent proof of a very cri-
minal degree of negligence in a man intrusted with the
care of the publick treasure?

Thu,s, my lords, it appears in my opinion evident, that
either he has concurred in measures which his servile
agent, the mercenary tool of wickedness, is afraid to con-
fess, or that he has stood by, negligent of his trust, and
suffered the treasure of the nation to be squandered by\the
meanest wretches without account.

That the latter part of the accusation is undoubtedly
just, the report of the commons cannot but convince us.
It appears that for near eight years, Paxton was so high
in confidence, that no account was demanded from him;
he bestowed pensions at pleasure, he was surrounded, like
his master, by his f idolaters; and after the fatigue of
cringing m one place, had an opportunity of/purchasing